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Reception 
What a great start to the year for our Reception children. They have 
settled well in to  new routines and learning environments. Our Letters 
and Sounds lessons are well underway and these give the children the 
best opportunities to begin to read and write independently. The 
children have also enjoyed their PE  sessions and most of them can get 
changed into their kit by themselves. This is another skill that can be 
practised at home! Please support your children to be independent. 
Finally, thank you to all of the parents who accompanied us on our 
Autumn Walk to Platt Fields Park. The children enjoyed exploring their 
local environment and their behaviour was fantastic! 

Nursery           
 It has been a busy time in Nursery and the children have settled into our 
daily routines. We are very proud of their hard work. Thanks for all the 
support from parents and carers too during this half term. We have 
been busy exploring our wonderful indoor and outdoor areas, getting to 
know our teachers, making lots of friends and learning new things.  In 

Literacy the children have been reading the book “Dear 
Zoo.” They love to join in with words and phrases in the 
story.  Thanks to all parents, carers and children for making 
a brilliant effort to return library books and home learning 
on Fridays.  

School closes at 3:10pm on Friday 25th October 

Year 1 
It has been a great start to the year. In English, we 
have been reading The Magic Porridge Pot and 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The children have 
been learning about how to write instructions and 
have been busy following our own recipes to make 
porridge. We thoroughly enjoyed the taste of the 
healthy apple porridge!  
The children have also loved Spanish, especially counting and greeting 
each other in a new language! 
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Year 2 
Year 2 have had a wonderful start to the new year.  

In English we have been reading  The Little Red Hen.  The 
children loved the opportunity to make bread before they wrote 

their own set of instructions. We then looked at The Little Red Hen Makes 
Pizza and used our Design and Technology skills to create a healthy pizza which we 

all thoroughly enjoyed!  
In Science we have been learning about materials and 
the children loved going out to apply their knowledge to 
find a range of items in our school grounds that met the 
different properties they were given. 

Year 3 
As part of our IPC topic ‘Scavengers and Settlers’ Year 3 started  
finding out about shelters and homes from the Stone Age.  
The children enjoyed building their own dens which started a 
discussion about what makes the best shelter. The children had to explain why they 
had designed theirs in the style they had.  This also linked with the book ‘Ug—Boy 

Genius of the Stone Age’. The children enjoyed reading about Ug and 
his family because everything they used was made out of stone, even 
his clothes!  Ug was a genius because he was trying to teach his Mum 
and Dad lots of new words.   

Year 4 
Year 4 have been learning about states of matter in science this term.  

We visited  the Museum of Science and Industry to learn more about 

our topic. We watched and investigated what causes explosions and 

fires. The children were able to explain about the states of different 

materials and how they can change when heated or cooled.  

The year 4 classes have also started lots of exciting projects! 4MM have started 

working with Whitworth Art Gallery to find out more about the  bandstand that 

was in the grounds. 4KH have begun a linking project with their partner school in 

Rochdale. 4LT have started working with the musicians from the Orchestra 

Camerata and are really enjoying the sessions. 
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Music  
Music continues to be enjoyed throughout Claremont and the Autumn term has 
seen children playing new instruments for the first time. Our wonderful Year 5 
Steel Pan players recently made their live debut in assembly. Well done everyone!  

Year 6 
Grosvenor Estate: This half term, all Year 6 classes have visited Grosvenor Estate - 
a private estate owned by the Duke of Westminster—who was with us on one of 
our trips. We learnt about habitats, predators and prey and classification during 
our day out. 
Ghyll Head: Year 6 had a wonderful weekend in rural 
Windermere, Cumbria from 4th – 6th October. 42 children 
took part in a range of activities: zip wire, rowing on Lake 
Windermere, hill walking and Ghyll scrambling. Everyone 
participated and tested themselves by ‘having a go’ and had 
good fun in the process.  

See Twitter (@ClaremontTweets) for more pictures of the activities. 

Year 5 are taking part in an international digital exchange program with school 
children from around the world. This year the topic is called Nature and our 
Cities. Our children will be investigating the impacts of urbanization and finding 
solutions to improve the lives of people in cities while protecting the natural 
environment worldwide.  
 

This term, year 5 have also been working studying Peterloo as part of their History 
topic. They have enjoyed working on dance and drama and producing art work 
which has helped them to link their knowledge. The first week back after half 
term  the children are going to use their learning to write persuasive speeches. 

 

Art   
Following the Year 6 production of Midsummer Night’s Dream the fantastic artwork 
which was  produced by the children 
will soon be on  display in school. 
The children worked in a variety of 
pencil grades, charcoal and chalk to 
create woodland animals on human 
bodies (Hybrids).   
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PE and Sports:  
We are delighted to share that Claremont has achieved the school 
Games Gold Mark Award for the third year running.  The award is 
very prestigious and rewarded to schools for their commitment to 
the development of PE, School Sport and Health and Well-being. 
Some of the achievements of 2018/2019 include Claremont’s 
participation in over 20 sports competitions and festivals, we had 
60 sports leaders / sports ambassadors; we represented 
Manchester in tennis and rounders.  Thank you for all the children 
and  parent’s who have supported our amazing achievements. 
Please can you help to keep up  our commitment to Physical Education and Healthy 
Lifestyles by making  sure  your child has their correct PE kit in school every day. Thank you!  

Chess 
It was  lovely to see more children at this month’s Chess Tournament in Ashton. 
Well done to Fezaan, Arish and Eloise for representing the school so well. 
 
Chess for parents with Mr Shanker will be starting after half term 
on Wednesday mornings at 9.15– 10.00. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Dates:   

• School closes at 3: 15pm on Friday  25th October for half term 

• School re-opens  on Monday  4th November at 8:50am 

• School is closed for INSET on Friday November 29th 

• Secondary school applications for current Y6  closing date: Thursday 31st October 

School Crossing  
There is a vacancy for the crossing patrol on Claremont / Lloyd Street. If you are 
interested in the post please contact Lesley Foley from Manchester City Council 
on 0161 234 4481. There is also an advert on our website 

THANK YOU for your very generous support with Harvest donations. We delivered your kind 
food  donations to a range of  charities  in our Local area and they were extremely grateful. 

Parking and Climate Change 
The Junior PCSOs have been doing a great job speaking to parents and encouraging them to 
switch their engines off when they have parked outside school. They have also reminded 
parents to park safely around the school by not parking on double yellow lines or on the 
corner of a street.  


