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Reception 
Reception children have been very busy this half term. Our literacy 
topics were Room on the Broom and Stickman. We have enjoyed making 
puppets, writing spells, making our own books and acting out the story. 
We have had a focus on speaking and the children loved recording parts 
of the story on the iPad and watching and listening to themselves. 
We have also explored the topics of light and dark and colours. We 
made rainbow spinners and experimented with colour mixing.  In PE we 
have been practising our throwing and catching skills with beanbags. We 
were also lucky to have a visit from Power House library and a story time 
session. Why don’t you visit the library to borrow a book in the holidays? 

Nursery           
The nursery children have had a very exciting half term. After reading  “We’re 

going on a Bear Hunt” by Michael Rosen  We 

have had our own bear hunt in the playground! 

We  acted out the story and painted our bears. 

This week we sang  songs around the Christmas 

tree and wore the hats we made which matched 

the songs . We really enjoyed performing for our 

parents and carers. 

School closes at 1:30pm on Friday 20th December 

Year 1 
Year 1 have been learning about the seasons this half term in science 
and they have linked it to their literacy by reading the book ‘Grandma 
Bird’. They also wrote a persuasive leaflet to persuade each other to go 
on a holiday to Grandma’s Island. Thank you 
to all the parents who came to see our 
Nativity story. We hope you enjoyed 
watching it as much as we enjoyed 
performing it! 
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Year 2 
Year 2 have continued to work very hard this half term and have produced 
some amazing work. They have written fabulous stories about Rapunzel in 
English and they have continued to enjoy their IPC topic 
‘From A to B’. We had a wonderful time on our 
transport trip travelling from school to Media City on 
the bus and tram.  The children completed a great 
science investigation testing the absorbency of 
materials this half term and have continued to enjoy 
science as we’ve moved on to look at living things and their habitats.  

Year 3 
Year 3 have continued to enjoy their IPC sessions this half term. All classes 
took part in 4 drama sessions, with Mr Wilkinson, 
together they acted out the story of how people used to 
be hunters but eventually changed their way of life and 

became settled in their own village, 
usually near a river to help with 
growing their own crops. All the 
children made their own amazing 
cave paintings as well as creative 
stone age shelters. Well done to 

everyone in Year 3 for taking part in your class assemblies where you were 
able to show all your great work! 

Year 4 
 This half term, year 4 have hosted their exit point. 
They showcased their knowledge about Explorers 
and Adventurers, such as Ibn Battua, Captain James 
Cook, Christopher Columbus and botanical artist, 
Margaret Mee. 
 
The children have also completed their first term of 
swimming, with  many achieving their starfish 
award. Well done! 



 3 
 

Music                    
Well done to all our musicians and singers  who performed at the music 

recitals last week. Everyone was full of praise for the high 
quality of the performances.  Many thanks to all our 
parents for encouraging your children to practise at home 
and supporting them on their musical journey by 
attending their performances.   

Year 6 
This half term, Year 6 have been studying about the Vikings, in particular 
the artefacts that tell us about their lives. Using recyclable materials, the 
children  have used various manipulating and joining skills to build Viking 
long ships. In Art they have designed and painted Viking shields. The 
children were taught how to create multi-layer prints which they then 
printed into the centre of their shields. In Rock Band, each class learned 
how to play a song using various instruments such as guitars, pianos, 
keyboards and drums. Some members of Year 6 had solo and group singing 
parts. They all participated in a music recital, attended by many parents. 

Year 5  
This half term, Year 5 have visited Claremont Eco 
Community Garden. We met our new gardener, Luke, who 
talked about his new exciting plans for the gardens.   After 
visiting the garden, Year 5 children have created a digital 
visitor guide as part of our IPC topic, Caring for Nature. 

Chess 
Congratulations to Noor, Parwaz and Reima for their hard work and success 
in Chesskid (puzzles) this month. Also to Raunak and Aisha for winning 
matches in the ‘fast chess’ section. Eliza has been added to the school chess 
ambassador team. Well done to her! Good luck to 
those playing in the Ashton chess tournament this 
Saturday. 
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PE and Sports:  

Travel To Tokyo— We will be launching ‘Get Set 
With the Olympic Games in 2020’ after the Christmas 
holidays. This will be a whole school  competitive 
challenge across the classes to see who can do the 
most exercise.  Each class will have their own team 
and can log their own and their families exercise that they do at school and at 
home.  This is a great opportunity for everyone to work as a team to try and win 
prizes for their class and school. Exercise that counts includes: walking running, 
swimming, cycling, football, basketball, skipping, playing in the park, yoga, hockey, 
dancing and much more  For more ways you can get active at home and school 
following copy the link: http://www.getset.co.uk/resources   

Dates:   

 School closes at 1:30pm on Friday  20th December 

 School re-opens  on Tuesday 7th January at 8:50am 

School Crossing  
There is a vacancy for the crossing patrol on Claremont / Lloyd Street. If you are 
interested in the post please contact Lesley Foley from Manchester City Council 
on 0161 234 4481. There is also an advert on our website 

Payments for school meals and visits 
We will be setting up  an option for parents to pay for school meals, visits and 
uniform online shortly after the new year. This will enable parents to keep a 
track of school meal balances and pay online. There will also be an option to 
pay using PayPoint at local shops, or by card at the school office. We hope this 
will help make things easier for parents. You will receive  a text in the new 
year to invite you to join.  

Parking and Climate Change 
The Junior PCSOs have been doing a great job speaking to parents and encouraging them to 
switch their engines off when they have parked outside school. Please support them by 
turning off your engine and parking safely around the school. Please do not park on double 
yellow lines or on the corner of a street.  

Children in Need, Poppies and Christmas Jumper Day 
A big thank you for all your  donations. In total we raised a massive 
£928.73,  which has been  donated to  the Children in Need, the Poppy 
appeal and Save the Children Charities.   
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