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Reception 
Our texts for literacy were ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and ‘On Sudden Hill’.  
The children have been busy being authors and writing their own  
stories. In addition, we looked at the best materials for making houses,  
building our own creations out of boxes, drawing our friends and  
discussion emotions. We also investigated circuits and things that move. 
Thank you to the parents who responded to our jobs questionnaire, we  
had some good discussions about what jobs our families do and what 
aspirations we have for the future. We were very glad of the wintery  
weather this week as we were learning about Winter and the children 
had some first hand experience of  cold and ice!   

Nursery           
This half term we have been reading ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears.’  The 

children  have enjoyed acting out the story, creating bear faces with different 

materials, making porridge and learning about size such as big, medium and 

small.  We have had lots of fun exploring body percussion, 

instruments and rhyme in ‘Letters and Sounds.’ Children will 

have the opportunity to take  the ‘Play Club’ bags home  to 

further support their phonic skills.  We had a fabulous time at 

Manchester Central Library . Thank you to our parent helpers . 

We wish you all a safe and happy break and we look 
forward to seeing you on Monday 24th February. 

Year 1 
This term, parents have been invited to stay and read with the children 
in Year 1 every Thursday and we wish to thank parents for their help and 
support. The children have really enjoyed spending time reading with 
the adults and the other children. Sharing reading time with your child 
for ten minutes every day really makes a difference! 
One of our texts in literacy this term has been Space Tortoise. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed making rockets and have written a 
fantastic set of instructions on how to make a rocket based on the story! 
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Year 2 
This term year 2 have really enjoyed taking part in drama workshops related 
to the Great Fire of London. The children have produced creative narratives 
inspired by the workshops. 
In IPC the children have been learning all about People of the Past. They 
have had great fun exploring the lives of famous individuals such as Florence 
Nightingale and understanding how their lives differ to present day. 
2AK and 2SC are taking part in the Linking Schools project and have been on 
a trip to the Z-Arts Centre. The children were delighted to get to know their 
partner classes from the other school.  

Year 3 
Year 3 had a great topic morning, learning all about the Ancient Egyptians.  
We watched a live show, that took us on a tour of the pyramids and taught 
us about the lives of Ancient Egyptians.  
The year group then split into two workshops where everyone was able to 
learn about the mummification process.  
Everyone had a lot of fun taking part in learning an Egyptian dance routine, 
while wearing an Egyptian costume.  
The topic morning helped with the start of learning about the Ancient 
Egyptians—in IPC lessons the children have been learning how to write 
messages in hieroglyphics and draw Egyptian artwork.  

Year 4 
This term Year 4 have been reading The Green Ship by Quentin Blake and 
writing some great diary entries in role as Alice and her brother on their 
adventures . We are currently writing an intriguing suspense story! 
In IPC, we have been acting as archaeologists and examining artefacts from 
Greek times in order to find out more about them. 
In Science, we have been learning where electricity comes from and 
building our own circuits. 
More children have earned their swimming certificates, completing 5m, 
10m and 25m without any floats—Well done! 
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Music        
The children who are taking part in the ‘Furthering Talent In Music Scheme’ have 

started their extra music lessons this half-term and all are happily 
enjoying the experience.  In addition we have loaned violins, ukuleles, 
trumpets and guitars out to children so as they can practise at home. 
Thanks to all our parents who encourage their children to develop their 
musical abilities. Our Year 5 and the Year 6 steel pan bands have 
received great praise for their mature musical performance for visitors 
to our school.   

Year 6  
This half term, the children have been learning how to use a new musical programme called 
Charanga. This involves discussing their responses to music, singing a song as well as 
breaking it down into several parts. They are using tuned instruments to learn set rhythms 
as well as improvising and creating their own. Our current IPC topic is about ‘Building a 
Village’. To encourage the children to think about types of shelters they were set a 
challenge. The challenge was to work in teams and build a geodesic dome using canes and 
elastic bands. Fantastic structures were created. The children took part in the annual 
Enabling Enterprise Day. The  task was to work in teams and create a new sport, with a 
newly designed pitch, rules and kit. We look forward to  playing some of them in the future. 

Year 5 have been taking part in Rockband, where they have worked with Chris and Chris and 
have been learning how to play a variety of instruments including guitar, piano, keyboards 
and drums.  Some children chose to take part in Bikeability where they worked with 
professional instructors to help them develop better, safer cycling habits.  Bikeability is a 
cycle training programme which helps the children to gain practical skills and understand 
how to cycle on today’s roads.   

Chess 
Congratulations to this year's Claremont chess ambassadors. They have worked extremely 
hard in helping to deliver chess in school. This includes setting up chess boards and clearing 
away in their own time. They have also attended regular meetings and helped younger 
pupils in the playing of the game. Well done to Mohammad Daim, Yusra, Tanika, Ikraan, 
Amritpal, Mohanad, Abdullah, Siena, Ajar, Eliza, Manal, Sumaya and Rona. 
The first round of the UK Chess Challenge 2020 is coming to a close. There are still some 
matches to play but Mahmood and Parwaz are male and female champions in Year 
5.  Khalil,Amira, Maysa, Syvann and Mujtabha are in the play offs in Year 6. In Year 4, 
Mohammed C is the male champion with the female champion still 
to be decided. In Year 3, Dhanya represented Claremont in the CSC 
Tournament in Ashton, doing very well for a first appearance. 
Congratulations to all! 
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Art 
 
Children in Year 2 have looked at the Surrealist Artwork of 
Spanish Artist Joan Miro. 
They have created ‘Miro People’ using  mixed media.  This 
work can be seen  displayed in school. 
 

In Year 3 the children focused on the Caribbean Artwork of 
Ruth Daniels using colourful washes and pencil crayon.  This 
involved using different skills including painting, drawing and 
cutting. The children loved using bright colours to make these 
tropical rainforest environments. 

Dates:   
School re-opens for Spring 2: Monday 24th February at 8:50am 
School closed VE Day Bank Holiday: Friday May 8th 2020. 

School Crossing  
There is a vacancy for the crossing patrol on Claremont / Lloyd Street. If you are 
interested in the post please contact Lesley Foley from Manchester City Council 
on 0161 234 4481. There is also an advert on our website 

School Money—Online payments 
Thank you for your continued patience and  understanding with our new 
online payment system.  If you are still having issues logging in, please call at 
the office so we can help you. We are now able to issue PayPoint bar codes 
for you  so that you are able to pay at any local shops that offer this service at 
any time. We will eventually  be adding additional items such as milk , uniform  
and visits on to the School Money payment system. 

Parking and Climate Change 
The Junior PCSOs have been doing a great job speaking to parents and encouraging them to 
switch their engines off when they have parked outside school. Please support them by 
turning off your engine and parking safely around the school. Please do not park on double 
yellow lines or on the corner of a street.  

Nursery September 2020 
If your child was born between 01/09/2016 and 31/08/2017 and you would like them to 
attend our nursery from September 2020, please contact the school office  to complete an 
application form before 13/03/2020. 


