
 

Year 6 -  Is it better to express your religion in arts and architecture  

or in charity and generosity? 

Religions and worldviews: Christians, Muslims, non-religious e.g. Humanists 

Key Questions By the end of the topic you will learn to:  

What makes a place special? Are all places sacred?  

How do mosque buildings express Islamic beliefs and values?  

Muslim calligraphy, painting and poetry: what is inspiring?  

How do Christians use art in worship and in remembering Jesus? Can a Christian place of 

worship be a building for the ‘glory of God’? What does this mean?  

How and why do Muslim charities try to change the world?  

How and why does Christian Aid try to change the world? What matters more to 

Christians & Muslims: art and architecture or generosity and charity? What matters more 

to you? 

● Describe and make connections between examples of religious 

creativity (buildings and art).  

● Show understanding of the value of sacred buildings and art.  

● Suggest reasons why some believers see generosity and charity as 

more important than buildings and art.  

● Apply ideas about values and from scriptures to the title question. 

Key facts 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

architecture the design, structure, or pattern of anything 

arts the various styles of creative activity, such as painting, music, 

literature, and dance which are created for people to look at 

believer A believer is a follower of a particular religion or spiritual practice 

charity An organisation set up to provide help and raise money for those 

in need 

generosity The quality of being kind and generous with time and money  

sacred Something sacred is holy and has a connection with God  

spirituality Focusing on people’s thoughts and beliefs rather than material or 

physical things 
 

The first two mosques in the UK were built in 1889, in Liverpool and 

Woking.  

Vocabulary to use: minaret, dome, mosque, muezzin, mihrab, wudu. 

Also use the vocabulary of spirituality: ‘a sense of the presence of 

God’, ‘experiences of awe and wonder. 

Churches commission artists to make work for them sometimes.  

Cathedrals: there are over 3 million. These buildings have been 

created, often over many hundreds of years, to make space for 

people to worship God. 

 

Ummah (the worldwide community of Muslims), Zakat (the pillar of 

charitable giving)  

 


