
Famous people from the past  

Sequence events in correctly in the lives  of  famous peo-
ple. 
Use words such as A long time ago, when … was young, 
old / new. 
Recount the lives of famous people from the past and say 
why the people were important. 
Ask and answer questions about famous people. 
Pick out old and new aspects in a picture. 
 

Vocabulary 

Key Facts 

What you will learn by the end of the unit 

When was he 
born ? 

Arthur Wharton was born in 1865 in  an 
African country called Ghana. 

Early life  

There was a war in Ghana so he left his 
country to live in Britain and to train to be 
a Church Missionary.  But  he soon showed 
he was very talented at sport. 

Later life  
Arthur’s story does not have a happy end-
ing.  In later life Arthur ended up working 
in a coal mine and he died poor in 1930. 

Key people  

Professional 
footballer 

Someone who gets paid for playing football.  
Football is their job. 

World record The best achievement so far in an activity. 

A long time ago   Something that happened in the past   

Recent  Something that has happened but not a long 

Inspired Encouraged other people to try something 

captain Leader of a team 

Charity  Doing kind things to help others 

MBE An MBE is a medal given to people who has  
achieved something very special . MBE means 
Member of the Order of the British Empire . 

  

Arthur began his sporting 
career as a sprinter and 
won the world record for 
the 100 yard race which 
he ran in 10 seconds.  
Arthur also played foot-
ball and cricket and held 
a record for cycling.   

His greatest talent was as 
an outstanding goalkeep-
er and he became the 
world’s first black profes-
sional footballer when he 
played for Rotherham in 
1889.   

 

When was she 
born? 

Lily Parr was born in St Helen’s in 1805.  
She had six brothers and sisters. 

Early life  
During the First World War she took the 
chance to play football.  By age 15 she 
played for Preston. 

Later life  

Lily was one of the best players of  
her  generation.  In her career she 
scored around 1000 goals.  She inspired 
lots of women to play  football.  There is 
a statue of Lily in the Football Museum 
in Manchester. 

 

 

  

 

When was he 
born? 

Marcus Rashford was born in Manches-
ter in 1997.  He lived with his mum and 
four brothers and sisters.   

Early life  

He was signed to play for Manchester 
United when he was still in Primary 
school.  He used to copy tricks he saw 
on computer games. 

Later life  

Marcus has continued to play profes-
sional football for Manchester United 
and the England national team.  He be-
came the youngest England captain 
since 2003 in 2021.  He was also award-
ed an MBE for his charity work. 


