
Significant People 

signifi-

cant 
Very important 

MBE 
An award given by the King of Queen for 
an achievement 

nurse 
A person who has trained to care for sick or 
injured people, especially in a hospital. 

Crimean 

War 

A war fought from 1853-1856 with Russia 
against Britain, France, Turkey, and Sar-
dinia. 

famous 
Something or someone that is known about 
by lots of people. 

Vocabulary 

Who: Florence Nightingale  

(1820 –1910) 

Job: Nurse 

What did she do? 

She worked as a nurse during the 

Crimean War and took care of 

wounded soldiers. She noticed that 

the hospitals were not very clean or 

nice places. She took charge and 

made sure they were cleaner and had 

better medicines and food to help the 

soldiers get better. 

Who: Louise da Cocodia 

(1934-2008) 

Job: Nurse, anti-racism campaigner, 

former Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 

Manchester 

What did she do? Louise was born in 

Jamaica and moved to Britain to 

train as a nurse.  Her nursing career 

lasted 31 years and she became the 

first black senior nursing officer in 

Manchester.  She did lots of work to 

help improve people’s lives in Man-
chester and to tackle racism and was 

given an MBE in 2005. 

 

Who: Mary Seacole  

(1805-1881)  

Job: Nurse 

What did she do? 

Mary was a nurse and wanted to help 

the soldiers in the Crimean War. Un-

fortunately, the army said they did-

n’t want her help. This was because 
she was black. However, she was brave 

and determined and decided that she 

was going to go and help anyway. 

She paid for the journey herself and 

set up her own hospital called the 

‘British Hotel’.

 

 Sequence events in order on a timeline. 

 Use words and phrases such as before/ after, past/ 

present, then/now, a long time ago. 

 Recount the lives of famous people from the past and 

say why the people were important, 

 Answer questions using different information – ob-

jects, books, the internet. 

What you will learn by the end of the unit 

Key Facts 


