
Ancient Greece 

 

Greece is a country in Europe, but people have been living 
in that area for a very long time. The people who were 
living there thousands of years ago are called the Ancient 
Greeks, and a lot of things they did help to make up our 
society today. They even invented the Olympics. 

 The first Greek communities were formed about 4,000 
years ago. 

 Ancient Greece was not one country. It was a many 
different independent city-states with their own rulers.  

 The Olympic Games were held every four years. 
 The ancient Greeks introduced many ideas such as    

making sure the people had rights, freedom of speech 
and religion. 

 Democracy began in 6th Century BC. The first system of 
democracy that we know of began in Athens in 507 BC. 

 Athens became a powerful city-state and fought wars 
against another city-state - Sparta 

 The Greeks believed that everything in life was          
controlled by a god or goddess – so, if the crops didn’t 
grow very well one year, they thought it was because 
the goddess of the harvest (Demeter) wasn’t happy.  

 To place the main events of Ancient Greece on a 
timeline. 

 Divide the timeline into centuries and explain what a 
century is. 

 Recall your knowledge of life in Ancient Greece. 
 To explain how the Ancient Greeks have influenced 

our lives today. 
 To find out about Ancient Greece using different  

historical information. 
 To investigate life in Ancient Greece and give a short 

presentation. 

Olympic 
Games 

A sports event which originated (started) in 
Ancient Greece. 

Democracy A system where everyone can make im-
portant decisions by voting 

Citizen Someone who lives in a town or city. 

Architec-
ture 

Buildings and their designs. 

Athens One of the largest and most powerful cities in 
Ancient Greece. 

Sparta A powerful city in Ancient Greece. 

Mount  
Olympus 

The mountain where the Greek gods were 
believed to have lived. 

Pottery Pots made from clay. These were used to 
store food and drink. 

Acropolis of 
Athens 

A citadel (walled city) built on high ground. 
This was built to show the city’s greatness. 

Parthenon A temple in Athens on the Acropolis. 

Vocabulary 

Zeus 

Key Facts 

What you will learn by the end of the unit 

Timeline 

   507 BC 

 

Democracy  
begins in Athens. 
Male citizens are  
allowed to vote. 

490 BC 

 

The Greeks 
defeat the Persians at 
the battle of Marathon. 

472 BC 

 

 

Theatres become  
popular. 

432 BC 

 

 

The Parthenon in Athens 
is completed. 

336 
BC 

 

Alexander the Great 
united Greece and 
conquered parts of East-
ern Europe and Egypt  

146 BC 

 

 

Rome conquers Greece 
and Greece become part 
of the Roman Empire. 

480 BC 

 

 

The Greeks defeat the 
Persians at the Battle of 

Salamis. 

431—404 BC 

 

Athens and  
Sparta fight  
against each other  
in the Peloponnesian 
War. 

776 BC 

 

 

The first Olympic Games 
are held in Greece. 

 Zeus was the king of the Greek 
gods, who lived on the Mount 
Olympus.  

 He was also the god of the sky 
and the god of thunder. His   
symbol was the lightning bolt.  

 His two brothers were Hades and 
Poseidon.  


