
 Year 5 - Rainforests   

Key Facts  What you will learn by the end of the topic 

I can  
-name and locate the countries of South America using a map, atlas and globe.  
-use maps and atlases to name and locate the continents and countries that have areas of rainforests. 
-use 8 points of a compass to show the areas of rainforests in relation to each other.  
-use maps to name and locate the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the Northern and Southern Hemi-
spheres and transfer this knowledge to where rainforests are found.  
-use maps to explain changes to the rainforests over time. 
-describe using geographical language what the rainforest is like and name the four layers of vegetation in a 
rainforest. Describe the features of each layer of vegetation and identify the animals that live there. 
-research the climate of the rainforests using charts and graphs including the temperature and rainfall and 
investigate the role rainforests play in the water cycle.  
-compare the climate of the UK with the climate of a rainforest. 
-find out about settlements in the rainforest by studying the lives of the indigenous tribe, Yanomami tribe and 
compare them to our own lives in Manchester (housing, clothing, hunting, traditions). 
-look at how human activity has changed the rainforest and what this means for the Earth, in particular, the 
impact of deforestation in Brazil and write a newspaper report  about the reasons for deforestation and the 
measures which can be taken to reverse it in order to save and protect the rainforests. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Key Vocabulary 

Climate  Weather conditions of an area over a period of time  

Rainforest Tropical woodland in a hot climate with heavy rainfall  

Indigenous Indigenous people or things that belong to the country where they are found  

Biodiversity  Variety of plant and animal life in a particular habitat, a high level of which 
are considered to be important  

Deforestation The cutting, clearing and removal of a wide area of trees  

Habitat The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism. 

Ecosystem  A community of plants and animals that depend on each other to survive 

Natural re-
sources  

Materials that occur in nature and can be used for economic gain  

Endangered A species of plant or animal that has been categorised as in danger of be-
coming extinct . 

Extinction The extinction of a species is the death of all its living members . 

The Amazon - in South America the 
Amazon rainforest spans across the 
countries of Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Ecua-
dor, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suri-
name and French Guinea covering a 
total of 2,100,000 square miles. The 
Amazon river is 6,400km long—the sec-
ond largest river in the world. The trees 
in the Amazon produce more than 20% 
of the world’s oxygen and 1/10 of all 
known plant and animal species live in 
the Amazon rainforest . The Amazon 
can receive up to 430 inches of rain in a 
year. A number of the tribes in Brazil 
still live in rainforests, having no contact 
with the outside world. 


