
Year 6: The Peterloo Massacre, 1819  
 .  

 Compare life in Manchester over 200 years ago with today. 

 Using maps, describe and explain changes in Manchester leading up to the Peterloo Mas-
sacre.  

 Explain, using primary and secondary sources, why people wanted change. 

 Understand what voting and representation is. 

 Understand the idea of propaganda  

 Describe a key event from the past using a range of evidence from different sources.  
 

 Describe the features of historical events I have studied, presenting to an audience. .  

Massacre Deliberately and brutally kill many people. 

protest Statement or action disapproving of something. 

discontent Dissatisfaction with the circumstances. 

Magistrate A civil officer who administers the law. 

yeomanry A voluntary cavalry force. 

Liberty The power to act as one chooses. 

rally  A mass gathering showing support for a cause. 

industrial 
revolution 

 A process of change, where more things were made by 
machines. 

reform  To make changes for the better. 

propogan-
da 

Information, that may be published, that gives one side 
of an argument. 

Vocabulary 

What you will learn by the end of the unit: 

Important information you will learn about: 

The Peterloo massacre is one of the best-documented events in British history. It was the 
bloodiest political event of the 19th century on English soil. 

At St Peter's Fields in central Manchester on Monday 16 August 1819, a rally of around 60,000 
people seeking parliamentary reform was violently dispersed by troops under the authority of 
the local magistrates. The meeting was the climax of a series of high-profile mass gatherings 
for parliamentary reform. It was transparently peace-
ful but the frightened magistrates, thinking back to an 
abortive rising in 1817, sent in the troops. 
Under the noses of the national press, eleven people 
were killed (a toll which later rose to 17) and over 650 
wounded, a quarter of them women, some of them 
children, many of them by sabre wounds.  


