
Year 6: Social and Electoral Reform in the 19th & 20th Century 
– An Aspect of British History beyond 1066 .  

 To identify, and explain, what jobs children did in 19th Century Britain. 

 To explain who Lord Shaftesbury was and his role in Social Reform. 

 To explain how working conditions for changed as a result of the Factory Act. 

 To explain why social reform was an important event in British History.  

 To explain  differences, similarities and changes between life in 19th Century Britain and 
modern Britain (working conditions, education, housing, health) 

 To describe and explain the role of the Suffragists and Suffragettes in the campaign for 
Votes for Women. 

 To explain the timeline of events and development in Manchester’s history that played a 
part in the fight for the vote for women. 

  To understand the idea of propaganda in the campaign for Votes for Women. 
 To explain  some of the ways in which electoral reform has influenced our lives today, eg 

voting rights for men and women, democracy, campaigns. 

 To identify and explain primary and secondary sources for the Votes for Women campaign. 

 To research and demonstrate the role of debates in the role of Electoral Reform, present-
ing to an audience.  

Social Re-
form 

Changes and improvements to a law, social system, or institution . 

mines An excavation in the earth for extracting coal or other minerals.  

Act A written law passed by Parliament,. 

Electoral 
Reform 

Change in electoral systems to improve how public desires are ex-
pressed in election results.  

protest Express an objection to what someone has said or done.  

vote A formal indication of a choice between two or more candidates or 
courses of action, expressed typically through a ballot or a show of 
hands.  

suffrage The right to vote in political elections. 

Suffragette A woman seeking the right to vote through organised pro-
test. 

Suffragist someone who supports suffrage, especially a supporter of the fight of 
women to vote. 

campaign An organised course of action to achieve a goal 

democracy A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible 
members of a state, typically through elected representatives . 

Vocabulary 

What you will learn by the end of the unit: 

Electoral Reform 

Social Reform 

In 1832, Parliament passed a law changing the British electoral 
system, known as the Great Reform Act. 
Up until then, many people had criticised the electoral system as 
unfair. For example, there were constituencies with only a handful 
of voters that elected two MPs to Parliament. In these rotten bor-
oughs, with few voters and no secret ballot, it was easy for candi-
dates to buy votes. Yet towns like Manchester that had grown 
during the previous 80 years had no MPs to represent them. 
It took another 80 years – and much protest, demonstrations and 
campaigns – before the right to vote was extended to men from 
different areas and classes, and then to women. 

.Many Victorian children were poor and worked to help their 
families. This was not unusual during these times and not 
seen at all as cruel. The industrial revolution created new 
jobs, in factories and mines. Many of these jobs were at first 
done by children, as it was cheaper to pay a child than an 
adult. 
It took time for the government to decide that working chil-

dren should be protected by laws as many didn’t see any-
thing wrong with the idea of children earning their keep. 
They felt parents had a right to send their children out to 
work. People worked hard to persuade the public that it 
was wrong for children to suffer health problems and to 
miss out on schooling due to work.  


